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Discover the incredible highlights, history, geology & nature of Yosemite National Park with this

entertaining, educational, point-by-point Waypoint Tour complete with travel expert stories,

breathtaking photography & detailed tour maps. Your personal tour guide for Yosemite travel

adventure! www.waypointtours.com Waypoints Include: 1) Yosemite 2) Bridalveil Fall W1 3) El

Capitan & Bridalveil View V14 4) Sentinel Rock & Four-Mile Trail V18 5) Sentinel Bridge & Cooks

Meadow 6) Curry Village V22 7) Happy Isles & Waterfalls V24 8) Stoneman Meadow & Royal

Arches V23 9) Yosemite Village V1 10) Ahwahnee Lodge 11) Yosemite Falls V3 12) Tunnel View

W2 13) Chinquapin W5 14) Glacier Point & Half Dome G11 15) Wawona W10 16) Mariposa Grove

S1 17) Tuolumne Grove O1 18) Olmsted Point & Tenaya Lake T24 19) Tuolumne Meadows T29

20) Tioga Pass & Lakes T39 21) Mirror Lake V26 22) Hetch Hetchy Reservoir H4 23) San Francisco

24) San Francisco Wharf & Maritime Park
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Yosemite Welcome to Yosemite's 1,170 square miles of light, height and depth. The highest peak in

Yosemite National Park is Mount Lyell, 13,114 feet above sea level. Yosemite Valley is nearly a mile

deep, with a 3,000-foot vertical drop at El Capitan. Of the 13 waterfalls in Yosemite Valley, two are

among the world's top 10 tallest, Yosemite Falls at 2,425 feet and Sentinel Falls at 2,000 feet. We

hope this Yosemite tour will deepen your understanding of the forces of nature which created John

Muir's "Range of Light," heighten your awareness of Yosemite's ecosystems, and intrigue you with

its history. Join us as we embark on the adventure of exploring Yosemite, past and present.



Yosemite became a National Park in 1890, 200 million years after the granite rocks formed within

the earth; 20,000 years after glaciers eroded the gritty granite; 4,000 years after Ahwahneechee

Indians were caretakers of the meadows; 2,000 years after Grizzly Giant, one of the largest and

oldest sequoias was a seedling; and 41 years after gold was discovered in California. The rugged

geography of Yosemite Valley kept it secret and isolated for many years. Only in 1851, when early

miners and settlers felt their livelihood threatened by Indians, and vice versa, did white man intrude

upon the valley. To some, Yosemite is a place to check off their list - sights to be seen or

mountaineering routes to scale; for others, Yosemite is a destination of solitude, peace, and escape.

With the large number of people visiting the valley each year, how do you avoid the crowds at peak

times and find the true beauty of Yosemite? Change. Change your timing and your focus. You can

stay on the beaten paths, but travel them early or late in the day, or find the trails less traveled.

While others are looking up, cameras clicking to capture the familiar falls and formations, change

your focus to find what they are missing - the fragile ferns at your feet, the black and white crystals

peppering the rocks, or the ripple in the stream. John Muir instructed: "Climb the mountains and get

their good tidings. Nature's peace will flow into you as sunshine flows into trees. The winds will blow

their own freshness into you, and the storms their energy, while cares will drop off like autumn

leaves."
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